
A 75th Anniversary History 
 

The Beginning    1895 – 1928 
In September 1895 a small group of members from Martin Luther Lutheran Church, of Youngstown, 

formed an English speaking Sunday School and began meeting in the Y.M.C.A.  Martin Luther Church, at that 
time, was conducting services in German and it was the aim of this small group to establish an English 
speaking church.  So it was in January that Trinity English Lutheran Church was formally organized, with 
William Kibler as its pastor.  Due to the lack of a church building, services were held at several locations, 
including the Y.M.C.A., City Council Chambers and Youngstown Township Hall.  From 1901 through 1909 
this small congregation was yoked in a 2-point parish with Trinity Lutheran in Girard.   

In 1903 Trinity English Lutheran was able to purchase its 
first building, a very simple “store front” at the corner of 
Wilson Avenue and Shehy Street.  In April of 1907 Trinity’s 
church council began to entertain the idea of starting a mission 
on the south side.  During the latter half of 1911, a number of 
members residing on the south side actively sought and finally 
received dismissal from Trinity.  Together with unaffiliated 
Lutherans in the area, they formed Woodland Avenue 
Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Following their departure, 
Trinity then bought a new building on Forest Avenue, pictured 
here.  From that site, the congregation carried on its ministry 
throughout the 1920’s.  Continuing to grow its vision for 

ministry, on February 20, 1920, the congregation voted to allow women and 18year olds to vote. 

In 1927, the Rev. E. P. Ebert, then pastor at Woodland, asked a gathering of the Lutheran Mission 
League of Youngstown and vicinity to consider the possibility of starting a Lutheran Church in Boardman.  He 
suggested a location near Geiger Stop, a commuter station for the Youngstown and Southern Railroad, in the 
vicinity of Southern Blvd. and Meadowbrook Ave.  The Rev. H. W. Eibling, then pastor at Trinity, was 
especially interested in the proposal.  He brought the matter up at an October congregational meeting and 
suggested that Trinity itself might relocate to a suitable site.   Evidently, the needs on the east side of 
Youngstown, where Trinity was, were being adequately met, and the potential for growth in ministry was 
limited.  In 1928 the population of Boardman was increasing rapidly but very few churches had been 
established in the area.  A canvas of the vicinity revealed that, “there are 72 children promised to Sunday 
School and about 100 adults are interested in a Lutheran church or Sunday School.” 

The Evangelical Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States 
spread the word about the mission project.  The Sunday School 
of Good Hope Lutheran Church in Oil City, Pennsylvania 
contributed money for the purchase of a “pre-fab” to be used as a 
chapel.  It was understood that when the mission became 
financially self-sustaining and could build a more permanent 
facility, the chapel would be given, free of charge, to another 
new mission to help it get underway.  On July 14, 1929, the 
ground breaking was held at the new site, on the corner of 
Southern Blvd. and Homestead Dr.  The building cost $2,466 
and was shipped by rail from the Mershon and Moreley 
Company of Saginaw, Michigan.  The shipment arrived in September with 193 bundles, 2 boxes and 1 keg 
with partial assembly required.  Future members responded immediately and put forth such a concerted effort 
toward construction that the chapel was ready for dedication on October 20, 1929.  One week later, Pastor 
Eibling conducted the first regular worship service with 85 attending and 60 at Sunday School. 



The First 25 Years    1929 – 1954 
At 8:00 P.M. on November 16, 1929 a group of people gathered at the Lutheran Mission Chapel for the 

purpose of organizing a Lutheran Church.  The name chosen by the group was, The Evangelical Lutheran 
Good Hope Church of Youngstown, Ohio.  It was at this same meeting that trustees were elected and a 
committee was formed to receive overtures from Trinity Church for a merger.  The Rev. Eibling was called as 
first pastor and immediately accepted.  Serving as secretary pro tempore, Pastor Eibling noted in the minutes, 
“Every motion of the evening carried unanimously, real Christian harmony prevailed, and God’s gracious 
presence, without which all things are vain, was very near.  It was good to be there.  All who attended left the 
meeting with the feeling that they had been with God.” 

The next day, Trinity resolved unanimously to merge with Good Hope and on December 3, 1929, at a 
joint gathering, the two became one.  The combined membership included 154 baptized and 113 communicant 
members.  The merger of these two churches took place at a time when the great depression was starting. It 
was only through a deep desire to survive as a congregation, a lot of volunteer work, and the total cooperation 
of all members that held the church together during this difficult period.   

Along with people throughout the country, Good Hope faced another challenge with the beginning of 
World War II.  Between fifteen and twenty men and women from our church served in the armed forces, with 
no fatalities.  During the war years, church activities continued, Sunday School flourished, and in 1944 a 
Vacation Bible School was introduced with a large number of children participating. 

With the end of the war, the suburban area south of 
Youngstown experienced a burst of growth.  Good Hope had 
long outgrown the limited space of the small chapel, so a 
campaign was launched for a larger more permanent building.  
On August 5, 1950 ground was broken for a more spacious 
structure.  The portable chapel was dismantled and given to 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, a Missouri Synod mission on 
Wickcliffe.  Thus we honored the request of Good Hope Church 
of Oil City, Pa. by giving away the chapel building to help 
another mission church get underway.  During the fifteen 

months our new building was under construction, we received generous community support.  The management 
of the Newport Theater on Midlothian Boulevard, just west of Market, extended to Good Hope free use of their 
facility for worship services and Sunday School.  Neighbors provided free electrical power to our volunteer 
workers.  The first worship service was held in the sanctuary on December 23, 1951.   

Pastors Eibling (1929-34), Wahl (1935-43), Egbert (1943-46) and Newman (1946-54) served during our 
first 25 years. 

 

The Second 25 Years    1955 – 1979 
On July 26, 1959, only eight short years after our new church home was built, the mortgage was burned.  

Without delay, ground was broken for an education unit, which was paid for in only three years.  Lay 
leadership, along with teaching, preaching, and fellowship, remained characteristics of Good Hope’s ministry.  
Our congregation continued to grow rapidly and added a second worship service in 1967.  The records for that 
year show that an average of 354 people attended worship and around 200 people were in Sunday School.  As 
the suburbs grew, Good Hope found that it had long since lost its identity as a “neighborhood church” in 
Boardman.  Many of its members were now coming from Austintown, Canfield, Poland, Struthers, 
Youngstown and beyond. 

Good Hope experienced a number of special blessings during this period. A beautiful set of Italian 
stained glass windows were dedicated in January 1968.  The Good Hope Nursery School began operation in 
September 1969, as a way to reach out to young families.  Members grew spiritually as they participated in the 



Bethel Bible Study program.  The congregation called a second pastor who served for several years and then 
supported two interns from the seminary, John Gakenheimer and Michael Kerr. 

Another building project enhanced our facility.  The 
redesigned and refurbished sanctuary, the remodeled entrances 
and the new steeple were dedicated on January 11, 1976.  The 
mortgage was paid off in 1983, after only seven years.  We faced 
a major challenge near that end of this 2nd quarter century, which 
continued to have a profound impact on our congregation for 
many years.  September 19, 1977 is known as Black Monday and 
is remembered as the beginning of the collapse of Mahoning 
Valley’s steel industry.  In 1979, our average worship attendance 
was down to 258 and by 1990 it was down to 200.  At our 50th 
Anniversary celebration we were thankful that thirteen charter members were still with us. 

Pastors Bartell (1955-61), Bayless (1962-67), Philabaum (1968-80), and Groenke (1972-75) served 
during our second 25 years.   

 

The Third 25 Years    1980 – 2004 
During our third quarter century, we continued to feel the effects of the demise of the steel industry.  Our 

population was aging, exacerbated by so many young families leaving the area after the steel mills shut down.  
Pastor Quaintance conducted over 100 funerals during his first 10 years at Good Hope.  As we celebrate our 
75th Anniversary, there remains just one charter member, Robert Luginbill.  The death of so many dear friends 
and long-term members has been a personal and a congregational loss.  We have been comforted in our Lord’s 
promise of eternal life and encouraged by His never failing presence and power, bringing us hope and renewal. 

God has also blessed us in these years.  In the spring of 1980, Al Rusnak designed, cast, and hung the 
stainless steel Anchor Cross, the symbol of Good Hope.  For a little over a year we worked with Tentmakers, 
Inc., to aid our youth ministry until adverse finances curtailed the program in the early summer of 1983.  In 
1989, Marianna Grimm was elected as the first female council President and during 1990 we truly enjoyed a 
female interim pastor, Elizabeth Eaton.  A mission statement was adopted in 1992, committing the 
congregation to be disciples, to proclaim Jesus, and to share His hope and love with all.  In 1998 a third service 
was added and is led by a “contemporary” praise team, Leap of Faith.  A Trust Fund was established and in a 
12-month period, between 1996 and 1997, it received gifts from three families and two estates totaling over 
$845,000.  This money was used to enhance our facilities, and our ministry.  Trust fund monies have been a 
major help in hiring AIM Susan Wessner in 1998 to serve as youth director and director of lay ministry.  In 
September 2003, Good Hope Preschool and Childcare began offering all-day childcare.  Chapel services are 
held weekly with the 3 and 4-year old classes.  We especially celebrate that during these last 25 years, three 
sons of our congregation, Tim Philabaum, Carl Jacobson, and Robert Ferro, entered the ordained ministry.   

A $924,000 building renovation was undertaken in 2000, 
with a major focus on the educational wing.  This project 
included a new roof the year before and an electrical upgrade.  
We also added an elevator, handicap accessible bathrooms, a 
carport, and air conditioning.  Every room was upgraded and the 
layout was reconfigured to include a Gathering Room.  The west 
entrance and main hallway were made more inviting.  The 
remodeled facilities were dedicated on February 4, 2001.  The 
project was paid for by members and with money from the Trust 
Fund.  The following year, under the direction of Gary Houk, 
members made new stained glass windows in the Chapel. 

Pastors Lambert (1980-90) and Quaintance (1991- ) served during our third quarter century. 


